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China’s Role in the Global Value Chain
—Analysis Based on China’s Industry Upstreamness
and Customs Data

Ju Jiandong'?  Yu Xinding'?
(1. School of Economics and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. School of International Business Administration, Shanghai University of
Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China;
3. School of International Trade and Economics, University of International Business
and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Based on the industry upstreamness index and the customs trade data on China,
this paper uses value chain as a thread to quantitatively analyze China’s trade role in the
global value chain. And for the first time in the literature, we also investigate the correlation
between the unit value differences in China’s exports and imports and the industry up-
streamness. The results show that, China’s exports in the global value chain has two fea-
tures: 1. Same position: Both the global value chain position and the export product cate-
gories of China are similar to developed countries. 2. Low value: Comparisons between the
unit value of China’s exports and imports show that, the products exported by China are
still at the low-value end. This phenomenon is particularly noticeable on the downstream
side of the value chain.

Keywords: Global Value Chain; Trade Role; Export Unit Value
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